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THE FREEMAN.
For the Green Mountain Freeman,

Bu, Aspexwarn:—My yeur's lnbor ends this
week; therefore I deem it right to send, for inser-
tion in your paper, my account, with some re-
marks, which 1 hope will attract attention.

I have receive:.l monies as fullows :—Bukersfield,
£10,75; Enosburgh, 1,00; Cabbot, 2,25; St, Johns-
bury, 0,50; Underhill, 0,25; Essex, 0,50; Wost-
ford, 2,50; St. Albans, 1,25; Waldlen, 1,12; Dan-
ville, 0,82; Hardwick, 4,25; Berkshire, 2,76; Mor-
risville, 1,00; Stowe, 20,64; Barton, 4,84; Iras-
burgh, 2,25; Waterbury, 2,00; Brownington, 0,505
Glover, 4,15; Crafisbury, 10,18; Albany, 2,31;
Greensboro® 8,90; which, errors excepted, muokes

S nggregate of $87,21,

}

I will now submitn few remarks for the seri-
ous consideration of our liberty friends, to which
I must beg their most candid nttention, for we
have a great work to do, and without means it
cannat be done,

1, [ must correct a mistnke into which some of
our liberty friends, I find, have fallen, and the
correction will give information to others, Some
guppose that the State committee are responsible
to the lecturers for their salaries.  An extract from
my instructions will correct this, “‘ You will be
authorized to retain in your hands as a compensn-
tion for your services at the rate of four hundred
dollars per annum for all the time you may devote
to the interests of the liberty eause, but the com-
mittes will incur no pecuninry responsibility on
Your nceount,*

Ido not blamne the committee for wking this
ground, but then it pluces the lecturers in a most
serious predicament, 1Fthe frieads of liberty do
not pay them, their lubors must be lnbors of love;
ond in this case, and if they are men of fumilies,
und poor men, what must becomie of their families?

When | commenced my year's lnbor, I was as-
sured that T should get my salory, but T have
found it fur otherwise, My lubors entitle me to
$855, of which I have received only $87,12; due
to me, $§267,87; and I want every eent of it this
moment to procure food and elothing for my lurge
fumily, and pay some few debts,  Indeed, what 1
have received will about pay my wear und tear,
At first, | got very little for my exertions; laterly,
it has been better and better, because I had to visit
those towns that would help me, and avoid those
where lnbor is not wanted; beennse 1 knew from
experience 1 should get no support. I do not
complaing I have confidencein the friends of liber-
ty, that they will see the labors they
sanction, paid, Let one thousand individuals
band me over 25 cents ench, and my wants will be
gupplied, and my horse and wagon, nlso, will be
redeemed, for the law has taken from me wull it
can take, and ull this for want of attention to the
Saviour’s rule, ** The luborer is worthy of his
hire.” Qur liberty friends must attend to these
matters, else our good Whigs and democrats will
turn on them with * yes, you are prelly masters
to censure and doom to blackness southern slave-
holders tor not paying their. luborers; and you
malke your lecturers work for nothing.” Shall
they say this?’—no.

2. But I beg the attention of our friends to a
subject still more important than the above. We
are doing a great work :—all that is dear and pre-
clous to human nature and to our country is in-
volved in our abject. We want n thorough sys-
tem of fuithful and intelligent lecturing m all our
counties, all our towns, all our districts, Hither-
to our lecturing hus been chiefly confined to our
villages, among our aristoernts, and it has been
too much labor lost. Cuandor and honesty and in-
fluence, are in the distriets; there we must labor;
thefe we must kindle np the back fires, and there
we shall carry our towns and counties, and then
our stats. But how is this thorough system 10 be
secured! Very easy. Get the means first, friends,
and then no doubt of the men; and 1 will put you
into a very easy way of raising the menns. Last
full, at a meeting in this county, n resolution was
passed to assess each liberty man in filty cents to
support lecturing through all the districts in the
county. The amount was about §175. This ee-
cured nearly six months labor, and what has been
the effect? Lamoille is the banner county. Now
I say, why cannot all our counties adopt the same
plai? Suppose we have four thousand liberty
men in this Siate; would they not, if applied to,
subscribe on an average fifty cents each, as their
year’s subscription for lecturing? This would
procure two thousand dollars—bring at least five
able men into the field—secure several months la-

whom

bor in ench county—eall up general attention to
the subjeet, produce u more powerful interest in the
henrts of liberty man, und redeem the State from
the fangs of slavery. I say again, if one county
ean adopt and work this system which has sue-
ceeded so admirably well, why cannotall? To
produce u geveral interest in a case so important
as ours, you must get nll its friends to do a little.
That which costs a man nothing he values but
little, Get men to pny and you will make them
feel; and when men feel, they will aot. | say to
our Stute committee, to our county commiltees,
and to our town committees especinlly, urge this
plan, bring it forward in all your county meetings,
and take up your subscription paper at once and
go round your towres and ask each mun for his
fifty cents, and then get your lnborers and let them
leeture, circulate tracts, get subseribers to the pa-
per, aul things will soon wear o new fice, In the
generyl, ull that is wanted is information; and that
is more wanted than we are aware. Letus betake
to our work like men of business, and the sighs
nud tears, to grouns, the bloody wounds, the eruel
injustice of our fellow-men in chains will soon
cease to stand forth against us, ealling down the
vengentice of heaven on our guilry heads.
J. GLEED.
Walcott, June 4, 1934,

For the Green Mounlain Freeman.
Professsion against Practice,

Mgr. Eviror:—The Bible informs us that men
have apostatized from God, and have entered in-
to the service of the wicked one. And perhaps
there is no ease in which the fact appears more
striking, than in the conduet of many professed
Christinns.  They will pray that God will give
us good men to rule over us, and then vote for
men who have no fenr of God befose their eyes.
They will labor to promote temperance, and then
help to ruise a winelibber to rule over the nation,
and by his example promote the enuse of intem-
perance aumongst all that appronch his person.
They will hang a poor man who killed his neigh-
bor, and give the highest honors to one, thatis al-
witys ready to kill his neighbor in a duel, and has
nguin and ngnin tried o do it.  They are s much
opposed to slavery as any body, and are nszealous
s any funatics to have a slaveholder elected to the
presidentinl chair, when he can exert a vast influ-
ence to extend and strengthen slavery.  What
does all this mean? Infidels look on, see how
christians act, sny they are all hypoerits, and their
religion is all pristeraft, How can they help so
thinking, when they see christians, even christian
ministers, as enger to choose a wicked man, who
has no fear of God before his eyes, as other men,
who turn their backs upon God, aud cast his laws
hehind themn? Is it strange, that iniquity, riots,
murders, assassinations, and vice in every form,
is coming in like a flood, when the church throws
in har influence o place the highest honors upon
ungodly men, who live upon the hire of the labor-
er, sell a girl for a harlor, and shed the hlood of the
innocent.  Christinns, for mere party politieal pur-
poses, willing to choose wicked men, whom Gad
abhorrs, when they might choose men of God to
rule over them. Surely this is choosing the great-
er of two evils; or rather it is doing evil that good
wmay coma, whose damnation is just.  Will thuse
christiang in Vernont, who mean to stifle con-
seience, and do whit they have heretofore called
a little evil, that some supposed, but uncertain
good, may come ponder well what the apostle says:
“Whose damnation is jusl!” Take this awful
declaration, ye professors of the religion of Jesus,
and carry it with you, when you go to deposit
your votes for n slaveholder, a duelist,n Free Ma-
son, anil if you dare, put it in—but remember that
your damnution will be just! B.

MR. CLAY'S RETURN FROM HIS SOUTH-
ERNPILGRIMAGE—~ARRIVALAT LEX-
INGTON-GREATSENSATION-TORCH-
LIGHTS—SPEECHES—SONGS, &e,

Lexiveron, Kv., Saturday eve.,
May 18, 1844,
Mz. Eprror,—If you have not a regular corres-
pondent here, it is hoped a line from an occusion-
al one may not be unneceptuble to your readers,
They know, I presume, t’ml Mpr. Clay left home
lnst full on a jaunt of ohservation, or to see and be
seen in the States of the far South. Ido not pro-

well to recollect that there are three distinet sireaks
or layers, of politics in this country, nll of which
require to be carfully noted by him who professes
to play for high stakes on the nationul chess-bourd,
There are your States of the North—your Bunker
Hill people—with their strong tendencies to free
principles, their personal interest in free industry,
equal rights, protection and fair wages, Here are
our northern slave Siates, at a dead stand-still, un-
der the blighting curse of slavery, with the ndimis-
sion on their lips, and the evidences all around
them, that it is an enormous moral, political and
social colamity; but vne for which, they mr, the
the present generation are not to he churged with
crime, nor expeeted to take practical and decisive
steps [or its removal,  Then come the southern
slave Stutes—the hiereditary oligarchy, the ama-
teur firg-eaters; they swear ﬁ!nl}y to eternal slave-
ry—ithey claim all the powers of the government
for ita mnintenance, os the leading oliject for which
the Union was established. All the separate and
distinot elements, tastes, habits and propensities,
must he regarded, moulded, conjoined nnd uaed by
the wise tneticiun, the successful aspivant, Itis
not impussible thut it was with some such view of
the case, that #Mr. Cluy’s Intetour was undertnken,

However that muy be, he was expected home
this evening, Just at daylight down, the court
house bell was set jingling Tike all possessed, and
five black men, with drums and fifes, were started
through the stracts. Such s pie-hald group! Men,

pose to discuss this journey at all, but it may be!

women, children, black, white, with all the inter-
medinie shades that humun imagination can paiot,
or hiimun depravity beget, were ull commingled,
gnping and staring in expectation of his arvival—
the hero of their stupid sdolatry.  The young men
and boys—say 100 or 150—nppeared with toreh-
lights, and by these Mr, Clay wag escorted thro’
| the streets to his home, without alighting.  This
{eereinony closed, the idlers about the streets—sny
1000, less or more—called for speeches, We are
great for stumping, you know. Ex-governor Met-
culf, aceidentally present, was culled out, and did
off a stump npeeul? in the usunl style of unmeasur-
el glorification on the one side and ol vituperation
on the other, Governor Letcher und John Speed
Smith were hoth loudly ealled for, hut without a
resporise,  “Coomlis—Gen. Coombs!” the clam-
or rang, ‘I'he generul mounted the rostrum to sny
he coulil not make a set@eh, having just eome
from o long tour iu the country, After a terrible
benting of the air and strange vociterations by a
young doctor, wha was culled sut, the remnant of
the already dissolved multitude disappeared from
the streets. Certain eleet high ehurch Whigs
githered n/ound the bar, to clear their voices by
ull sorts of exhilerating fluids—now fur the songs!

It is now just upon high lwelve, and belween
damning up Whiggery and Harey Clay, and cors-
ing town locoism and Van Buren, and drinkin
rnhdy, und singing ribald soungs, | begin to think
there will not he much quiet sleep in this house
to-pight, | have no comments to make—you
may do it.

il you ever think of it? How strange tha
people shoulid eame from the plains of Suratogn,
from Concord, old Lexington and Bunker Hill—
from the living achievments of free arms and  free
spirits, to this land of soulless slavery, nmid its
withered, perishing emblems, for a presidentinl
eandidate! It ean’t—it won't be so always—1am
sure of ! "Think of free, toil-worn men, with
their eyes apen, intrusting their desvest interssts
to the hands of a so ealled statesman, ull the effec-
tual luborers of whose State—170,000 of them are
owned—the property of 81,000 oligurchs, und him-
spl!‘tfbe chiefest of them all!  What blind infutua-
tion!

Last Mouday afternoon, Thomas F. Marshall
gave a specch here, three hours long, in fuvar of
Texas. He was followed in the evening by C. M.
Clay. It is generally thought by sensiile people,
that Marshall did not enjoy a very brilliant tri-
umph, Tom has just mounted this miserable hol-
by—he is nobody’s mun in particular, but hates
Henry Clay. He is n little coquetish towarils the
Incos, and not improbably, may temporarily join
them, il they work to suit him. His influence he-
yond the sound of his voice is nothing, in any

uarter,

This is Cassius M, Cluy’s hume, you know. A
genuine man he is, Perhaps yoo may think his
present position a little awry, Be it so. He is
with you heart and soul. The present emergency
passed, you will find him u srrong, troe mav, You
can scarcely conceive the embarrussments and per-
ils thot beset an avowed friend of freedom here,
from friends aod foes. ‘There are some large
slaveholders in this community who promise tw
follow C. M. Clay’s example in freeing their
slaves.

We have around us here, the Eden of Kentucky,
not ta say, of the continent  rich, churming Innd,
and the most delicious scenery, But what avails
it? There are large estates amassed, expensive
establishmentg, literary and soeial institutions for
the rich, the haughty oligharchy, But the mid-
dling and the poor, what of them—nothing design-
ed,  Society inits substantial, expunsive, repro-
ductive energies, is statioonary, or rather receding,
So throughout the State.  Let Liberty men and
women at the North, “do with their might wha
their hands find to do,*—else a horrible night of
diurkuess is about to close around vs!

Yours respectiully,

Ax Exve Witwess.

The Presidential Candidates on
the Texas Question,

James K. Polk.

Corumsra, Tenn., April 284, 1844,

Gentlemen:—Your letter of the 80th ultimo,
which you have done me the honor to address to
me, reached my residence during my absence from
home, und was not received uptil yesterday. Ac-
companying your letter, you transmit to me as
you state, *a copy of the proceedings of a meet-
ing of the citizens of Cincinnuti, appointed with-
out distinction of party, on the 29th inst., to ex-
press their settled opposition 1o the annexation of
I'exas to the™United States.”  You request of me
“an explicit expression upon this question of an-
nexation.” Having at no time entertained ltllF
opinions upon public subjects which | was unwil-
ling to avow, it gives me pleasure to comply with
your request, ['have no hesitation in declaring
that 1 am in favor of the inunedinte re-annexation
of 'l'exus to the territory and government of the
Uunited Stares. | entertasn no doube as to the
power or the expediency of the re-annexation.—
The proof is clear and satisfactory to my mind,
that 'ﬁ'e:as ever constituted a part of the territory
ot the United Stutes, the title to which I regurd to
have been ns indisputable as that to any other por-
tion of our territory. At the time the negotiation
was opened with 1 view to sequire the Floridas,
and the settlement of other questions, and pending
that negotintion, the Spanish government itself
was satisfied of the vnlidit‘y of our title, nnd was
ready to recognize a line fur west of the Sabine,
i3 the true western line of Louisiana, ns defined
by the treaty of 1808, with France, under which
Louiginng was noquired, 'I'his negotintion, which
had first heen opened nt Mudrid, was broken off
snd trunsferred 1o Washington, where it was re-
sumed and rvesulted in the trealy of Floridu, by
which the Sabine was fixed upon as the western
boundary of Louisiana, From the ratification of
the trenty of 1808 with France, until the weaty of
1818 with Spnin, the territory now constituting the
republic of Texns balonged to the United Stutes,
In 1819 the Florida treaty was concluded at
Washington by Mr. J. Q. Adams (then Secretary
of Swate) on the part of the United Stutes, snd
Don Genis de Onis on the part of Spain, and by
that treaty this territory lying west of the Sabine,
and constituting Texas, was ceded by the United
States to Spain, That the Riodel Norte, or some
more western boundary than the Subine could haye
heen obtained had it been insisted on by the seere-
tary of State, and that without increasing the con-
sideration paid for the Floridas, | have not a
doubt. In my judgment, the eountry west of the
Sabine, and now Texas, wins most unwisely ceded

away. 1t is a part of the great valley of the
Mississippi, directly conpected by its navigable
waters with the Mississippi river, and having been

once a part of the Union, it should never have
o

—

was instructed by me, with the President’s nuthor
ity, 1o propose a re-purchase of Texas; but Le
forebore even to make an overture for that pur-
pose. Upon bis return to the United States, he
informed me, at New Orleans, that his reason for
ot making it was, that he knew the purchise was
wholly impracticable, and he was persunded that
if he made the overture, it woull have no other
eflect than to aggravate irritations ulready exist-
ing, upon matters of difference between the two
countries,

The events which have since transpired in Tex-
ns are well known. She revolted against the
governinent of Mexico, flew to arins, and finally
fought and won the memorable battle of San Jan-
cito, annihilating a Mexican army, and moking a
captive of the Mexican president, 'The signal
suceess of that revolution was greatly aided, if not
wholly achieved, by citizens of the United States
who haid muigrmetf to Texas. These succors, if
they could not always be prevented by the govern-
ment of the United States, were furnished in a
manner and to an extent which brought upon us
{some nationnl reproach in the eyes of an impartial
worll. Andin_my opinion, they impose on us
the obligation of serupulously avoiding the impu-
tation of having instigated and aided 1he revolu-
tion with the ultimate view of territorinl agran-
dizement.  After the battle of San Juneito, the
United States recognized the independence of Tex-
us, in conformity with the principle and practice
which have always prevailed in their councils, of
recognizing the government ** de facto.” without
regurding the question dé jure. Thut recognition
did not affeet or impair the rights of Mexico, or
change the relations which existed between her
nnd ‘T'exas. She, on the contrary, has preserved
her rizhts; and has continued to nssert, an, so far
ug | know, yet nsserts, her right to reduce Texas
to obedience, as a part of the Republic of Mexico.
According to lite intelligence, it is probable that
she hus agreed upon o temporary suspension of
hostilitics; but if that hasg Leen done, | presume it
is with the purpose, upon the termination of the
armistice, of' renewing the war and enforcing the
rights, ns she considers them.

This narrative shows the present actual condi-
tion of" Texas, 5o fur ns [ have information about
it. If it be correct, Mexico hos not abandoned,
hut perseveresin the assertion of her rights by nc-
tugl foree of arms, which, il suspended, sre intend-
ed to be renewed. Under these circumsiinces, if
the government of the United States were to nc-
quire Texas, it would acquire, along with it the
incumbrances which Texus is ooder, and among
them the actual or suspended war between Texas
and Mexico. Of that consequence there cannot
be o doubt. Annexation and war with Mevico
wre identical.  Now, for one, I eertainly am not
willing ta invelve this eountry in a foreign war for
the object of acquiring Texas. | konow there nre
those who regard such o war with indifferencs,
anll us a teifling affair, on necount of the wenkncss
of Mexico, and her inability to inflict serious injn-
ry wpon this country, But 1 do not look upon it
thus lightly. 1 regard all wars ns great ealamities,
to be avoided, if possible, and honoralile peace as
the wisest and truest policy of this conntry. What
the United States most need are union, peace and
wmienvc. Nor do I think that the weakness of a
\Power shoulll furm o motive, in iy cuse, for in-
ducing us to engnge in or to deprecate the evils of
wat, Honor nnd good faith and justice are equal-
ly due from this country toward the weak 48 to-
ward (he strong, And if an act of injustice were
to he perpetrated toward any power, it would be
more compatible with the digoity of the nation,
and, in my judgment, less dishoncrable, to inflict
it upon n powerlul instend of o weuk foreign nn-
tion. But are we perfectly sure that we should
be free from injury in o stite of warwith Mexico?
Have we any security thut conntless numbers of
foreign vessels, under the authority aud flag of
Mexico, would not prey upon our defenceless
comnmerce in the Mexican Gulf, on the Pacific
Ocenn, and on every ather sen and oeenn?

What commerce on the other hand, does Mexi-
co offer, ns an indemnity for hier losses, to the gal-
lantry aud enterprise of our countrymen? This
view of the suliject supposes that war would be
confined to the United States und Mexico as the
only beligerents,  But we have no eertain guaran-
ty that Mexico would obtain no allies among the
great Furopean powers?  Suppose any such pow-
ety jealous of our Inereasing greatness, and dis-
posed to check onr growth und eripple us, were to
question according to whut [ presume to be the [tnke pnrt in behulf of Mexico in the wur, how
terins of the treaty. 11, without the loss of nution- | would the different beligerents present themselves
al eharacter, without the hazard of foreign mu',l to Christendom and the enlightened world?  We
with the general coneurrence of the nution, with- have been serinusly charged with an inordinate
ont any danger to the integrity of the Upnion, wud | spivit of tervitorial aggrandiziment; and  without
without nny unrensonable price for Toxas, the  adnoioz the juzness of the I:htll".{(_‘.'i‘l must be
question of annexation were |||reseutml, it would | owned thut we have mide vast nequisitions of ter«
nppear in quite a different light from thatin which | ritory within the last furty years. Suppose Great
1 apprehend, it is now to be regarded. Britin wnd France, or one of them, were to take

The United Stutes aequired n title 1o Texas, ex- | part with Mexico, and, by a manifesto, were to
tending, as [ believe, to the Rio del Norte, by the| proclaim that their objects were 1o assist a wenk
treaty of Louisiann, They ceded aml relinguish-| and helpless ally, 1o check the spirit of encroach-
ed that title to Spain by the treaty of 1819, by |ment and ambition of an alfemly overgrown repub-
which the Sabine wus substituted for the Rio del| liey seeking still further nequisitions of territory, to
Norte as our western boundary. ‘This treaty was | nutintain the independence of Texas, disconnecied
negocinted under the Administration of My, Mon-| with the United States, and to prevent the futnre
roe, aml with the concurtence of his Cabinet, of | propugation of slavery from the United States,
which Messvs. Crawford, Calhoun and Wirt, be-| what would be the effect of such allegations upon
ing & majority, wll southern gentlemen, composeil the judgment of an imparual md enlightened
i purt.—When the treaty was laid before the world ? .

House of Representatives, being a member of that|  Assuming that the annexution of Texas 18 war
body, I expressed the opinion, which I then enter-|with Mexico, is it competent to the treaty-making
tained, and still hold, that Texns was sacrificed to [ power to plunge this country into war, not only
the acquisition of Floridn, We wuanted Florida; | without the concurrence of, but without deigning
hut | thought it must, from its position, inevitably | to consult Congress, to which by the Constitution,
full into our possession; that the point of a few [ belongs excluslvely the power of decliring war?

jenrs, sooner or later, was ol no sort of conse-| | have hitherto considered the question upon the
quence, and that in giving five millions of dollays | supposition Ihlll’lh!‘. annexution is uttempted with
and Texns for it, we gave more than a just equiy-out the assentof Mexico. 1f<he vield her consent,
alent. Butil'we made n great sacrifice in the|that \mul_d Illl:llt':rlil”_\' nffect the foreign aspect of
surrender of Texns, we ought to take enre not to | the question, iCit did not remove ‘all foreign dif-
make too great a sacrifice in the attempt to re-ae- I'n'ulli_n_-‘. On 118 nEsamption of that mnssent, t_he
fjuire it question wonld be confined to the domestic consid-

My opinions of the inexpediency of the trenty of'| erations \_\"int'll belong to it, embracing the 1erins
1819 did not prevail. The country and Congress|and conditions upon which annexation is proposed.
were sutiaﬁm] with it, spproprintiens were made [ | do not think thit Texus ought to be admitted into
to carry it into effect, the line of the Sabine was the Union, as an integral part of it, in decided op-
recognized by us ns our boundary, in negotintions| position to the wishes of a considerable and res-
both with Spain und Mexico, after Mexico hecame | peetable portion of the Confederacy. I think it far
indeperdent, and mensures have been 1n progres| more wise and important to compose aml barmon-
to murk the line from the Subine to Red river,|ize the present Confederncy, as it now exists, thun
and thence to the Pacific Oceyn. We have thus [to introduce 1 new element of discord und distrac-
fuitly alienated our title to ‘Texas by solemn na-|tion inte it. In my humble opinion, it should be
tional compaets, to the fulfilment of which we|the constant and earnest endenvor of American
stand bound by good faith and national honor, It | statesimen to erudicate prejudices, to cultivate and
is therefore perfeetly idle and ridiculous, it vot | foster coneord, nlul_lu pnu!lmu general contentment
dishonarable, to till of resuming our title to Tex-[among all parts of our Confederacy. And true
a8 as if we hud never parted with it,  We can no | wisdon, it seems to me, points to the duty of ren-
more do that than Spain ean resume Florida, [dering its present members bappy, prosperous,and
France Louisiana, or Great Britain the thirteen |satisfied with euch other, rather than to atteinpt to
colonies, now composing & part of the United |introduce alien members, againgt the common eoi-
States. sent, and with the certainty of deep dissatisfuction.

During the sdministration of Mr. Adams, Mr, | Mr. Jefferson expressed the opinion, and othurs be-
Poinset, minister of the United States at Mexico, [und Florida may be defended upon the pecelinx

been dismembered from it. The government rnd
people of Texas, it is undersivod, not only give
their consent, but ure anxious to be re-united to
the United States, If the application of Texas
for a re-union_and adinission into our confedern-
£y, s_hnll be rejected by the United Stutes, there is
imminent danger that she will hecome n depen-
deney, il'not n colooy of Great Britain—an event
whizh no American patriot, anxious for the safety
of his country, could permit io occur without the
most strenuous resistance. Let Texas be reunit-
ed, and the nuthority and laws of the United
States he estnblished within her 'mits, as nlso in
the Oregon territory, and let the fixed policy of
the govermment be, not o permit Great Brituin,
or uny other foreign power to plant a evlony or
hold dominion over any portion of the peaple or
territory of either. These are my opinions, and
without deeming it necessary rto extend this letter,
by the many various ressons which influenced me
in the conclusions to which I come, I regret to be
compelled 1o differ so widely from the views ex-
pressed by yourselves, nnd l]’;e meeting at -Cinein-
nati whom you represent. Differing, however,
with you and with tlu.-m, ns 1 do, it wos due to
your frankoess that 1 should be thus explicit in
the decluration of my opinions.

I am with great respeet, your ohedient sery'n,

JAMES K. POLK.

To Messrs. 8. P. Chase, 'Thos, Heaton, T.
Finkbine, Gumaliel Builey, jr. Sumuel Lewis,
committee, &e,, Cincinnatti, Ohio.

1
Henry Clay,
Raveien, April 17, 1844,

To the Editors of the National Intelligencer:

Genrnemes:—Subsequent to my deparinre
frotn Ashlund, in December last. I received vari-
ous communications from popular nssemblnges and
private individuals, requesting an expression ol
my opinion u?j\n the question of the annexasion of
Texas to the United States, I have forborne to
reply to them, heenuse it was not very convenient,
during the progress of my journey, 10 do so, ani
for other rensons, [ did not think it proper, un-
necessarily, to introduce at present, a new ecle-
ment ninong the other exciting suhjects which ag-
itate and engross the public mind.  The rejection
of the overture of 'T'exns, some years ago, to be-
come annexed to the United SBtates, hod met with
general acquiescence, Nothing had since oceur-
red materially to vary the question, 1 had seen
nn evidence of a desire being eutertained, on the
purt of any considerable portion of the American
peaple, that Texas should become an integral part
of the United Stares,  Duoring my sojourn in New
Orleans, | had, indesd, been greatly surprised, by
information which I received from Texus, that, in
the course of lnst full, a voluntary overture hil
proceeded from the Executive of the United States
to the authorities of T'exus, to conclude a treuty of
unpexation; and thar, in order to overcome the re-
pugnance felt by any of themn to negotinte on the|
subjeet, strong, nud ns 1 believed, crroneous rep-
resentations b been made to them of a state of
upinion in the Senate of the United States, favorn-
ble to the ratificution of such a trenty.  According
to these representntions, it had heen ascertnined
that a number of Senators, varving from thirty-five
to forty-two, were ready to snnction such o treaty,
[ was aware, ton, that holders of Texas lunds and
Texus scrip, and speculators in them, were uctive-
ly engaged in promoting the object of annexation,
Still, 1 did not Lelieve that any Executive of the
United States, would venture upon so grave and
momentous a_proceeding, not ouly without any
general manifestation of public opinion in fuvor of
ity but indirect apposition to strong and decidel
expressions of publie disapprobation,  But it up-
pears that | was mistaken. ‘To the nstonishment
of the whole Nation, we are now informed that o
treaty of annex:tion has been actually eoncluded,
nud is to besubmitted to the Senate tor its consid-
crution.  The motives for my silence, therefore,
no longer remain, and 1 feel it to be my duty 1o
present an exposition of my views and opinions
upon the question, for what they miny be worth, to
the public considerative, | adopt this method, as
being more convenient than severnl replies to the
respective communications which | have received.

I regret that [ have not the sdvantage of a view
of' the treaty itself, so as to enable me to adapt un
pxpression of iy opinion to the actual sonditions
and stipulations which it contains.  Not possess-
ing thnt opportunity, I am constratned to treat the




